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qualities which they know that their hearers value. That
any young man should study natural science, sociology,
psychology, and should substitute his findings for the tra-
ditions of Islam, horrifies them. That is, as a matter of fact,
precisely the tendency that tKey, as advocates of Islam, are
attempting to combat. They do not want Islam replaced by
naturalism; and their method of avoiding it is to say that Islam
already is naturalism. (The Aligarh School said that it was
naturalist.) Like the whole movement that they represent,
they applaud Islam, and portray it as much to be applauded;
but they do not intend that anything be done about it.
It is significant that the writer from whom we have quoted,
whose presentation of the deist case is the most beautiful,
and convincing that has appeared, is one of the most re-
actionary leaders, socially and religiously, of those who have a
following among the modern Muslim youth. The presentation
is the first chapter of a treatise whose subsequent chapters
are devoted to leading the young middle-class Muslim,
once he has been won over by this liberal beginning, back
to the orthodoxy and orthopraxy55 of traditional Islam. We
shall return to this thinker.
An aspect of Islam to which much attention has been
paid ever since the Christian missionaries began their very
caustic criticism, is the position of women. The Aligarh
School on the whole accepted the criticism and the moral
standard on which it is based, and worked to purge Islam of
its relegating women to an inferior status. They claimed
that 'true* Islam does not deny women a high position. The
new movement, characteristically, claims that Islam positive-
ly does give women the highest position possible. But in this
point the claim has been purely verbal; instead of accepting
the liberal values and incorporating them within Islam, as
was their usual policy, the exponents of the movement have
hardly relented as regards pardah, and have refused to budge
on subordination. They have refused to be liberal, and have
answered the attacks by protesting that the actual position
of women in (traditional) Islam is the best. Their hyperbolic
protestations indicate that th$y, have acquired the feeling